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Treatmentsummary

DiagnosticPlan

•History

•PhysicalExamination

•Bloodtests
-tocheckforhyperthyroidism
-tocheckbloodpressure
-totestredbloodcellcount

•ECG

•Chestx-rays

•Electrocardiography

•Echocardinology(ultrasound)

•Urineanalysis

TherapeuticPlan

•Enforcedrest

•Bronchodilators

•Oxygentherapy

•Removaloffluidfromchest
andabdomen

•Drugsthatdilatebloodvessels
-Aspirin
-Betablockers
-Heparin

•Surgery

DietaryPlan

•Adietthatavoidsexcesslevels
ofsodium

Abnormallyincreasedmuscle
massduetoahypertrophied,
nondilatedleftventricle.
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Catsdon’tcoughwithcong-
estive heart failure (unlike
dogsandpeople).

TheseverityofHCMishugely
variable.

Some cats don’t progress
evenwithouttreatment.

Finding a murmur does not
necessarily mean HCM (in a
recent studyonly fiveout of
16 cats with a murmur had
HCM).

Alackofamurmurdoesnot
ruleoutHCMinhealthycats
(the study revealed thatonly
athirdofcatswithHCMhad
amurmur).

ATEorsuddendeathmaybe
thefirstandlastsign.

Clinical symptoms and
physicalfindings canbevery
subtleornonexistent.

X-ray findings of CHF are
more variable in cats than
theyareindogs.

There is a lack of controlled
studies looking at the effec-
tivenessoftreatmentofHCM
andATE.

OtherdiseasescanmimicHCM
– the most common being
hyperthyroidism (too much
thyroid hormone) and other
conditionscausinghighblood
pressure(SeePAWSissue43).
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